
Shamong Township 

June 21, 2011 

 

A meeting of the Land Use Board of the Township of Shamong was held on the above 

date at the Municipal Building. 

 

Members present were: 

 

  Noni Bookbinder Bell   Christopher Norman 

  Charles Burgin   Susan Onorato 

  Colin Cumming   Gary Vinciguerra 

  Lynn Heinold    Kevin Wise 

 

Also present were Joanne O’Conner, Esq., Acting Solicitor, and Dante Guzzi, Engineer. 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Mr. Vinciguerra at about 7:30 P.M. 

 

The Secretary stated that notice of this meeting had been published in The Central 

Record, and notification had also been sent to the Burlington County Times in 

accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law. 

 

All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

The minutes of the meeting of May 17, 2011, were approved as submitted. 

 

The Board reviewed a Resolution of Memorialization for a Bulk Variance for Hugh 

Connelly, 16 Meadowbrook Drive, Block 12.01, Lot 49.  On motion of Mr. Wise, 

seconded by Mr. Heinold, the Resolution was approved.  A roll call vote showed all 

members present were in favor, with the exceptions of Ms. Onorato and Mr. Cumming 

who abstained, as they had not been present for the May 17, 2011, meeting. 

 

The Board then took up a Use Variance for a mother-in-law suite and a Bulk Variance for 

front yard setback for Robert Preim, 1 Bainbridge Court, Block 3.01, Lot 6.05.  Ms. 

O’Conner reviewed the proofs of service and the advertisement and found them to be in 

order and informed the Board they could take jurisdiction.  The Secretary noted that the 

Tax Collector had informed him that the taxes are paid to date.  David Frank, Esq., was 

present representing Mr. Preim.  Neil Brown and Mr. and Mrs. Preim were sworn in by 

Ms. O’Conner.  Mr. Preim stated that they were providing for their future needs wherein 

they plan to sell the home to their son and daughter-in-law and then he and his wife 

would live in the addition.  He said that they will eat meals together and also watch the 

grandchildren.  He also stated he would be willing to file a document that would restrict 

the deed stating that the dwelling is to be used for extended family purposes only.  Mr. 

Brown, who is the contractor who will build the addition, produced aerial photos of the 

property (A-1, A-2) and a sketch of the proposed floor plan for the addition (A-3).  He 

reviewed the sketch plan and how it integrates into the existing dwelling.  He also 

showed where the new garage would be constructed.  He said a Setback Variance of 35 



feet from Bainbridge Court would be required for the addition and that he could not 

locate the addition so as to not require a setback variance of 35 feet because of existing 

utilities on the side of the present garage.  It was also stated that the building will have a 

shared laundry facility and shared well and septic system.  Mr. Brown said that the septic 

system was designed for four bedrooms, and the existing home has three.  Mr. Brown 

also submitted an exterior sketch of the addition (A-4).  Mr. Guzzi reviewed his letter of 

June 14, 2011, which was entered into the record.  There was then a discussion as to 

whether the addition required a use variance or was it an accessory use to the existing 

residence.  The meeting was then opened to the public at which time there were no 

comments and the public portion was closed.  On motion of Mr. Heinold, seconded by 

Mr. Wise, it was moved that the Bulk Variance be granted for a setback of 35 feet from 

Bainbridge Court for the addition and a Use Variance for a mother-in-law suite, subject 

to the recording of a legal document stating that the addition and existing home will only 

be used for extended family members and that the exterior of the addition will conform 

with the existing home.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

The Board then discussed a June 13, 2011, letter from Anthony Valenzano for Valenzano 

Winery, LLC.  The Board determined that if Mr. Valenzano is seeking approval for an 

internally illuminated sign he needs to file an application for an amendment to his site 

plan.   

 

The Secretary then read a letter dated June 14, 2011, to John Shevelew, Solular Energy, 

concerning Block 23.01, Lot 12, the Valenzano Winery. 

 

The Secretary noted that our Land Use Board Solicitor, Mr. Lange, has sent a letter to the 

Township Solicitor, concerning the possible rezoning of Block 23.01, Lots 1.01, 1.02, 

1.07, and 1.08.   

 

Mr. Guzzi distributed a work draft of the Master Plan for review.  The Board discussed 

the Table of Contents and what elements they may want to include in a revised or 

updated Master Plan without coming to any conclusion.  The Board decided that they 

would review the draft and at the next meeting discuss what elements should be included. 

 

The meeting was then opened to the public at which time there were no comments. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

        

 

 

        L. E. Heinold 

           Secretary 

 

 


