
Shamong, NJ 08088       May 1, 2018 

 

The Shamong Township Committee held a Committee Meeting on the above date at 
the Municipal Building. 

Mayor Di Croce called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The Clerk stated to please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been 
given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act in the following manner; 
written notice has been sent to and published in the Burlington County Times and 
sent to the Central Record and posted as required by the Open Public Meeting Act. 

Roll Call (absentees noted)   Mr. Michael Cooney  P 
       Mr. Michael Di Croce  P 
       Mr. Timothy Gimbel   A 
       Mr. Sean Gray (7:37 PM)  P 
       Mr. Martin Mozitis  P 
 
Also, in attendance: S. Raymond, Acting Solicitor and D. Guzzi, Engineer 
 
Mayor Di Croce opened the meeting to Mr. Rob Inverso, the Township Auditor.  Mr. 
Inverso reported on the 2016-2017 fund balance, appropriations and returns, 
reporting the ending fund balance for the Township in 2017 was $1,645,966.00.  Mr. 
Inverso reported no Township tax increase presented for 2018 budget and mentioned 
a larger portion of the 2018 budget was put aside for upcoming road repair projects. 
 
Mayor Di Croce then opened the meeting for public comments regarding the 
Auditor’s report, at which time  Paul Dunlap (575 Atsion Road), commented he felt 
the rumble strips that were added to the center lines of certain roads would contribute 
to a higher rate of road wear.  Mrs. Onorato, the Clerk, advised Township concern 
as well; then reported the rumble strips were added to County owned and serviced 
roads advising these roads can be worked on by the County without Township 
knowledge/permission. 
 
Mayor Di Croce asked if there were any additional public comments regarding the 
Auditors report and there were none.  The Mayor made a few closing remarks 
including he was pleased Shamong did not have a 2018 tax increase.   



The Mayor additionally thanked the public for voting in the last school board 
election.  This portion of the meeting was then closed. 
 
Committeeman Gray joined the meeting at 7:37 PM. 
 
The Mayor then opened the meeting back up to the public for comments; Mr. Lazos 
(6 Kingswood Road) inquired regarding the Committee’s thoughts on the dog issue 
he reported on at the April 3, 2018 meeting (539 Oakshade Road).  Mr. Raymond, 
Township Solicitor, spoke on behalf of the Committee advising that at the 
Committee’s request, an ordinance has been drafted regarding this issue that would 
be reviewed/discussed in the Executive Session. The Clerk also reported that a site 
inspection (unannounced) was done by Animal Control at the request of the 
Township.   
 
Along with Mr. Lazos, the following residents were present regarding the same dog 
issue:  Bridgett Bruno (6 Kingswood Road), Andrew and Denise Tollefson (524 
Oakshade Road) and Rosemarie Romeo (8 Kingswood Road).   
 
Mayor Di Croce reported that he visited the site on two occasions in the last two 
weeks and did not observe any problems or hear any barking during those times.  
Mr. Lazos reported that the barking is an on-going issue and as a result, he is not 
able to enjoy being outside his home.  Mr. Lazos reported the last time he was in the 
Township office, the dog owner who happened to be there as well, openly admitted 
having seventy-six (76) licensed dogs on the property.  Mr. Lazos, as well as the 
other residents present at the meeting, reported this was more than just a barking 
issue, but also an issue regarding the health, treatment and breeding conditions of 
the dogs and the quality of life for their community. 
 
Mayor Di Croce advised the Township is shocked and concerned as well and has 
been looking into the issue so that action can be taken.  Mayor Di Croce also reported 
the Solicitor had been contacted regarding this issue and it was also on the Executive 
Session agenda for discussion for tonight. 
 
Mr. Brian Hackett, NJ State Director for the Humane Society of U.S. and a 
Burlington County resident, then spoke advising that although these issues are not 
common in New Jersey, they do create overwhelming environmental, social, cultural 
and economical issues to the town.  Mr. Hackett offered to send the available State 
recommendations of regulations to the Township Solicitor.  The Mayor advised his 
appreciation and requested he be emailed as well as the Solicitor. 
 



As there were no more questions or comments from the public, the Mayor then 
closed this portion of the meeting. 
       
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE OFFICIAL ACTION: 
 
On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Gray, 
approval of the April 3, 2018 Regular Session minutes were approved as 
submitted.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes except for 
Committeeman Cooney who abstained. 
 
On motion of Committeeman Cooney, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was 
moved to approve a payment of $5,437.50 to JD’s Landscaping Service LLC to 
chip brush and trees for three (3) days five (5) hours (per diem of $1,500).  A 
roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
The Clerk, Mrs. Onorato, reported the need to dispose of  three (3) laptop computers 
that were originally purchased under a grant to the Office of Emergency 
Management.  The Clerk reported these three laptops are being replaced by one (1) 
laptop which is being purchased under a Forestry Grant through the Township. On 
motion of Committeeman Cooney, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was 
moved to approve  the disposal (includes shredding of hard drives) of 3 Toshiba 
laptops put into service approximately ten (10) years ago with Serial Numbers 
X5204269K; X5204251K and X5203475K.  A roll call vote showed all members 
present voting yes. 
 
The Clerk reported Mr. Overdevest assisted with the recent Township chipping 
operation and brush cleanup. On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by 
Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to approve the appointment of Theodore 
Overdevest as a temporary part-time equipment operator effective April 2, 
2018 at a rate of $23.48 per hour.  A roll call vote showed all members present 
voting yes. 
 
The Clerk reported that Gristmill Park (also known as Indian Mills Lake Park) is due 
for some improvements that can be completed with grant dollars (Park Grant) and 
some additional costs associated with the Town Engineer putting together the bid 
package and inspections.  The Clerk advised the improvements would include 
replacing the planking on the dock, replacing the board walking area, replacing the 
picnic table, replacing signage and improving the parking area. 
 



The Clerk reported on the Dingletown Recreation Complex regarding a drainage 
pipe that is a trip hazard, as well as the pipe being damaged and not draining 
properly.  The Clerk reported the trip hazard and drainage issue would be repaired 
along with improving the area where picnic tables would be out by the snack stand 
and replacing the cement pad under the bleachers (Park Grant). 
 
The Clerk reported on the installation of additional fencing at both the Dingletown 
and Stoney Creek recreation complexes.  The Clerk reported this fencing would help 
cut down access to vehicles (cars, ATVs, etc.) driving on the fields and tennis courts 
causing damage and need for subsequent repairs (Park Grant). 
 
The Clerk reported on the intent to purchase a 400 to 480 square foot shed to be 
placed on a cement slab at the Stoney Creek Recreation Complex at a cost not to 
exceed $17,400 delivered and installed on slab/footings.  The Clerk reported this 
would be an additional shed to provide needed storage not currently available at this 
complex (Park Grant). 
 
On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Cooney, it was 
moved to make a blanket motion approval on the following Burlington County 
Park Grant approvals: 
 

 Advertise bid for Gristmill Park site improvements. 
 Advertise bid for drainage and regrading work to be completed at 

Dingletown Recreation Complex. 
 Advertise bid for installation of fencing at both the Dingletown and 

Stoney Creek recreation complexes. 
 Approval to purchase a 400 to 480 SF shed with vinyl siding and metal 

roof placed on a cement slab at Stoney Creek Recreation Complex at a 
cost not to exceed $17,400 delivered and installed on slab/footings. 
 

A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
The Clerk gave an update from South Jersey Gas (SJG) regarding their canvasing 
the Packenah Trail residents for potential natural gas service. The Clerk advised SJG 
will be marketing the area trying to get people to sign up for gas connection and will 
determine how to move forward based on resident interest.  The Clerk reported that 
based on experience, SJG will work with interested residents regarding group costs 
and financing options. 
 



The Clerk reported on the 2018 road program and inlet repairs, the 2019 DOT Grant 
application and the 2018 local budget projects.  The Clerk reported  some areas 
previously discussed were Grassy Lake Road from Atsion to Stokes, Atsion Road, 
Forked Neck Road and Carranza Road (Carranza Road is a joint project requested 
by Tabernacle Township).  The Engineer reported the due date for 2019 DOT Grant 
application should be in the Fall and no immediate decisions for that are needed.   
 
The Clerk advised for public knowledge that the grant is important as it does not cost 
the Township money for the construction and covers a portion of Engineering costs 
as well.   
 
The Clerk reported speaking with Norman Welsh, Public Works Foreman, and the 
Engineer regarding the 2018 proposed road and inlet repairs and briefly advised on 
the possible options. A discussion followed regarding the proposed road/inlet repairs 
and prioritizing the emergency issues; this so the Engineer could begin to put 
together a bid package.  After Committee discussion, it was decided to give the 
Engineer a directive to proceed with getting information together for repairs to 
Grassy Lake Road (fixing the drainage portion issues at the Indian Mills Road end), 
Oakshade Road Phase II and approximately fifteen (15) inlet repairs with the request 
to keep them updated on the budget costs. 
 
The Clerk reported on the upcoming Indian Mills Memorial School graduation 
(Wednesday, June 20th @ 7:00 pm) advising a volunteer was requested to present 
the Township graduation award.  Committeeman Mozitis volunteered to do the 
award presentation. 
 
The Clerk reported on a Pinelands Memorial Park (cemetery) sign advising the 
original design was for a single-sided sign that could only be placed perpendicular 
to the road.  The Clerk reported reaching out for quotes for a double-sided sign which 
would be more visible.  On motion of Committeeman Cooney, seconded by 
Committeeman Gray, it was moved to approve ordering the Pinelands 
Memorial Park sign installed from SignPros of Glendora, NJ for $5,595.00.  A 
roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
The Clerk reported on the intent to purchase an above ground tank (300-gallon gas 
storage) as a cost saving measure and confirmed the installation has been approved 
by the Burlington County Joint Insurance Fund.  After a brief discussion and  based 
on a Committee vote; two (2) Yes (Gray and Cooney) and two (2) No (Mozitis 
and Di Croce), this motion was not approved.   



The Clerk reported that Chief John Smith, Indian Mills Volunteer Fire Company, 
has requested his recommendation to appoint Kyle Skinner as a Fire Police Officer 
verifying Mr. Skinner has met all credentials.  On motion of Committeeman Gray, 
seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to approve the appointment 
of Kyle Skinner as a Fire Police Officer for the balance of a five-year term 
expiring 5/6/2020.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 

The Clerk reported this resolution was to add $74,164.76 to the Temporary Budget 
for pensions to meet the statutory requirements for payment. On motion of 
Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Cooney, it was moved to 
approve Resolution 2018R-46a amendment to the 2018 Temporary Budget.  A 
roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
The Mayor then requested to next address Resolution 2018R-50 then opening the 
meeting up for public comment. Mr. Paul Dunlap (575 Atsion Road) reported he is 
replacing his house then showing the Committee pictures of his current house and 
the intended replacement structure.  Mr. Dunlap said he would like to request a 
storage trailer and the Clerk advised him to refer to the email previously sent to him 
regarding the Township ordinance and pod storage requirements that get approval 
from the Zoning office directly.  The Clerk later advised the storage trailer must be 
on his property (not Township property). 
 
Mr. Dunlap proceeded with comments regarding a chemical toilet at the temporary 
residence (travel trailer on his property).  The Clerk advised, being a branch of the 
Burlington County Health Department, the Township needs to ensure that proper 
shelter, water and sewage disposal are at the travel trailer location. The Clerk 
reminded Mr. Dunlap regarding previous discussions pertaining to hooking up the 
mobile home to the existing on-site sewage which would be part of the agreement. 
 
Committeeman Gray inquired the length of time needed; Mr. Dunlap explained some 
of the details of the project but did not reply regarding a tentative completion date. 
 
The Clerk advised the pending resolution would provide for staying in the travel 
trailer for a limited time (up to a year) and states Mr. Dunlap would have to provide 
water, electric and sewer hook-up to the trailer.  The Clerk advised Mr. Dunlap 
would  be given three (3) months to get permanent sewer hook-up to the trailer and 
if not done in time, he would then be in violation of the approval.   



Septic, waste water and proper sanitation options were discussed for the project and 
Mr. Guzzi confirmed that all approvals for well and septic must come from 
Burlington County (not the Township).  Mr. Dunlap reported the proposed septic 
plans have been submitted and approved by the Burlington County Board of Health 
as well as permits granted. 
 
Mayor Di Croce then summarized the intent for approval is for Mr. Dunlap to have 
a potential storage shed on the property (which would need to go through the 
permitting process) and for Township approval to temporarily live in his trailer on 
the property.   
 
Mayor Di Croce then read Resolution 2018R-50 Authorizing Temporary Trailer 
to Resident During Construction (575 Atsion Road) into the record. 
 
The Solicitor advised that an addition be added to this resolution stating that Mr. 
Dunlap must provide the Township with all the County approvals for the new septic 
system.  
 
On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 
moved to approve (with amendment conditions) Resolution 2018R-50 approval 
for a resident to live in a travel trailer at 575 Atsion Road on a temporary basis 
while his home is reconstructed.  A roll call vote showed all members present 
voting yes.  The Clerk advised she will mail a copy of the revisions to Mr. Dunlap 
as soon as available. 
 
The Clerk reported there is a State review every three (3) years on our Municipal 
budget and this year is a self-review year.  The Clerk reported that once the self-
review of the 2018 budget is completed it can be advertised and budget finalized.  
On motion of Committeeman Cooney, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was 
moved to approve Resolution 2018R-47 Self-review of the 2018 Budget and 
Chief Financial Officer’s certification.  A roll call vote showed all members 
present voting yes. 
 
The Clerk reported copies of the 2018 Annual Budget are available to the public, as 
well as being advertised and posted on the Township website since the April 
Committee Meeting. On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by 
Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to approve Resolution 2018R-48 2018 
Annual Budget hearing and final adoption (Published 4/19/18 in BCT).  A roll 
call vote showed all members present voting yes. 



The Clerk reported there is a savings in annual salaries due to a staffing retirement 
of $12.9K after the 2.5% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA). On motion of 
Committeeman Cooney, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to 
approve Resolution 2018R-49 Salary Resolution – COLA of 2.5% = saving of 
$12.9K.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
The Solicitor reported Ordinance 2018-6 is needed to update the provisions to bring 
the Township up to compliance with recent changes in legislative law.  The Mayor 
then opened the meeting up to the public for comments; as there were none, the 
Mayor closed this portion of the meeting to the public. On motion of 
Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to 
approve Ordinance 2018-6 Second reading and public hearing: AMENDING 
THE TOWNSHIP CODE AT CHAPTER 110 GOVERNING “LAND 
DEVELOPMENT” REGARDING PERFORMANCE, MAINTENANCE AND 
RELATED GUARANTEES (Published BCT on 4/9/2018).  A roll call vote 
showed all members present voting yes. 
 
BILL LIST: 
 
The Clerk requested if the Committee members had any questions or comments 
relative to the attached bill list; as there were none, on motion of Committeeman 
Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Cooney, it was moved to approve the 
attached Bill List.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
The Engineer Reported:  No further comments or reports. 
 
The Solicitor Reported:  No further comments or reports 
 
The Administrator Reported:   

 Seneca High School Senior Day of Service will be held on May 31, 2018 and 
they will be doing some work around the Township building. 

 2017 Recycling Tonnage report was submitted in timely fashion. 
 2017 Stormwater Management report was submitted on April 23, 2018. 
 The Annual Clock Run Enduro ride occurred on April 15th. 



 The departmental reports are included in the Committee packets for review.  
The Clerk confirmed there have been no issues so far with regards to tax 
prepayments. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Mayor Di Croce opened the meeting to the public for comments, at which time Paul 
Dunlap (575 Atsion Road) advised he was in the process of getting disconnected 
from electric and gas so the permits can go through.  The Committee confirmed that 
the electric and gas disconnect from the house should be the next priority and once 
this is done, he must move into the trailer and connect to water and electric there 
immediately.  The Clerk advised, the ninety days (3 months) for the permanent sewer 
hook-up to the trailer would then begin.  A brief discussion on the demo and 
construction permits and the utility disconnect letters followed. 
 
There being no other questions, the Mayor then closed the meeting to the public. 
 
On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Cooney and a 
roll call vote showing all members present voting yes, by Resolution 2018R-51   
the Committee went into Executive Session for matters of Attorney Client 
privilege. 
 
The Committee reconvened their regular meeting and the Solicitor reported the 
Committee’s concern regarding the previously discussed dog situation and the 
proposed ordinance that it is being worked on and refined. There was no action to 
be taken at this time. 
 
There being no further business, on motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by 
Committeeman Cooney and a roll call vote showing all members present voting 
yes, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Susan D. Onorato 
Municipal Clerk 
 


