Shamong, NJ 08088







September 24, 2013
The Shamong Township Committee held a Township Committee Meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building.
Mayor Gray called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m.

The Clerk stated please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act in the following manner.  Written notice has been published in the Burlington County Times and posted on Shamong’s bulletin board as required by the Open Public Meeting Act.
Roll Call and)


Mr. DiCroce


P

    Absentees)


Mr. Gimbel


P

            Noted)


Mr. Gray


P





Mr. Long


P





Mr. Mozitis


A
OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC:
Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public at which time Elaine Billmeyer questioned if someone complained about the mud run to be held at the equestrian center and if that was the reason the Committee called a special meeting.  She also asked how many people attended that special meeting.  The Administrator replied it was very light, neighbors to the Equestrian Center, Mr. and Mrs. Audio attended and the applicants.  Mrs. Billmeyer stated she felt it was very unfair on how the Pratt’s were attacked.  The Administrator and Committee explained they were not attacking them but needed clarification of the event since no one knew anything about it.  The Committee wanted to insure the residents were informed and given the opportunity to express any questions or concerns they might have and felt the special meeting would provide that opportunity prior to the event taking place.  The Committee also wanted to insure the event would be a safe environment with adequate security and insurance coverage.  There being no further comments the public portion of the meeting was closed.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE OFFICIAL ACTION: 
Mayor Gray read into the minutes the attached Proclamation on Constitution Week 2013 stating September 17, 2013 marks the Two Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitution Convention 

and proclaiming September 17 through 23, 2013 as Constitution Week.

The Assessor, Mr. Renwick, explained to the Committee a pilot program for reassessing called the Monmouth County Plan which would affect Burlington County Municipalities.  Mr. Renwick explained there are two plans, the Gloucester Plan under Sweeny and the Mommonth Plan.  Basically the Sweeny Plan is taking away all the local assessors and replacing them with county assessors and deputies working out of one building and handling the whole county.  He said none of the assessors in the State like that program because it wipes out all but a few and it takes away the local knowledge that you need to have accurate assessments.  The Monmouth Plan takes the appeal process and puts it before the budgetary process so you don’t have refunds anymore which is the nice part.  It also requires 20% of the town be inspected every year so over a 5 year period the whole town will have been inspected and they want annual reassessment.  This would require an outside firm at a cost of approximately $8,000 per year.  Participation in the program requires a 2/3 vote of the Tax Assessors from Burlington County.  He said the Monmouth County pilot plan is supposed to start in 2014.  There is more information to be gotten and a lot of unanswered questions.  There are four more counties who can take part in the pilot program.  Atlantic County has chosen the Gloucester Plan and it has not been very successful, there are a lot of politics involved with the Gloucester Plan.  He stated Burlington County is pushing the Monmouth County Plan heavily on the Tax Assessors.  Committeeman Long asked who can push this on you and Mr. Renwick said the County Freeholders.  They believe money can be saved by this plan.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.
On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Gimbel, it was moved to approve the clerk’s request to attend a seminar to earn CEU’s for her Clerk and Registrar license at a cost of $30.00 plus approximately $20 in traveling expenses.   A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes.
The Administrator reported there was some wording in the PSE&G agreement that the Packenah homeowners were not comfortable with so PSE&G has agreed to remove it.   The wording is “and the residents that currently reside adjacent to the ROW and are listed in Exhibit A attached hereto” from paragraph 2.  Additionally, the homeowners are concerned about how and what the Township can spend the $20,000 on so the Administrator requested the residents bring a couple of plans in for the Committee to review.  
The Administrator reiterated with the Committee about Halloween and that the Township‘s policy has been not to get involved or change the event date.  They will discuss at the next regular meeting.

The Administrator advised the Committee that Mr. & Mrs. Pratt will be submitting a Certificate of Insurance naming the Township as additional insured instead of the Hold Harmless Agreement previously agreed to.  Mr. Norman has reviewed their offer and is fine with it. 
The Administrator informed the Committee of the Burlington County Farmland Preservation Program - Acquisition Targeting List (ATL) provided in their mail and explained it was for the Committee’s review only.  This list is sent out annually and most of the properties have been on the list for years.  The property owners are aware of the list and if the property owners want to participate in preserving their land it is between them and the County.  If the Township Committee wants to submit formal comments and/or recommendations it should be done no later than November 15, 2013.  
The Administrator explained to the Committee anyone using our building or fields needs to submit a Facility Use Permit application.  We have three organizations which meet once a month for approximately 6 to 7 months out of the year and they are the Historical Society, Oakview Leisure Village, and IMAA.  The Historical Society and Oakview Leisure Village have submitted their documentation and it has been approved, however, we are still waiting for IMAA which we should be receiving soon.  
The Administrator reviewed a bar graft with the Committee showing the savings from going solar for the past year which totaled $2,272.   This was for the municipal building and garage.  Committeeman Long suggested the township check into buying the panels which could possibly save even more money.  The Administrator said she would look into this.  Committeeman Long said he would like to review the contract again, which Mrs. Onorato will provide him a copy of.
On motion of Committeeman Di Croce, seconded by Committeeman Gimbel, it was moved to approve Resolution 2013R-72 refunding an overpayment of taxes for block 18 lot 20.17 in the amount of $1,548.20 to the  former homeowner Cynthia Cornelssen.   A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes.
The Committee reviewed the Best Practice Inventory with the Administrator and had a brief discussion on it.  On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Di Croce, it was moved to approve Resolution 2013R-73 Best Practice Inventory.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes.

The Administrator reported the office move was successfully completed on Friday, September 20, 2013 and we are up and running at full steam again.  A special thanks to Snooky Welsh, Gary Welsh, Steve Mitchell, and Ed Toussaint for all their invaluable help.  The Tax Collector, Tax Assessor and Finance Offices have moved into the old court office.  This makes the Tax Collector compliant with the payment window.  There was limited phone coverage and the computer network was shut down for nearly 2 days to allow for the installation of carpet.  Also, Indian Mills Historical Society will be holding its annual Atsion Day on Sunday, October 6th at the Atsion Lake Recreation area.  The Joint Land Use Board has compiled its Master Plan Review and will be holding a public hearing at their October 15th meeting and assuming that there is no great changes in the Master Plan, after the public hearing, it will go to the Township Committee for their review and any recommendations they may have.  There is also a special election coming up on October 16th.  She reported the Building Code office is seeing a reduction but at the end of August their revenue was $56,000 year to date and she anticipates they should finish close to last year which was up because of the gas installations.  Committeeman Gray asked if there were any issues or concerns or developments with the fees of the Southampton Court and the Administrator reported the first month we saw flat revenue and we have not received August numbers yet.  It seems like everything is running smoothly since we have had only a couple people show up at our building in reference to court matters.
Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public, seeing none; he closed the meeting to the public.

There being no further business, on motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Gimbel, the meeting was adjourned.
Attest:

Susan D. Onorato

Municipal Clerk

