
Shamong, NJ 08088     May 4, 2010 
 
The Shamong Township Committee held a regular meeting on the above date at the 
Municipal Building. 
 
Mayor Shevelew called the meeting to order at approximately 7:33 p.m. 
 
The Clerk stated please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been given in 
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act in the following manner.  Written notice has 
been sent to the Burlington County Times, published in The Central Record, and posted on 
the official website and bulletin board of Shamong Township. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call and)   Mr. Sean Gray    P 
     Absentees)   Mr. Kenneth Long   P 
          Noted)   Mr. Martin Mozitis   P 
     Mr. Christopher Norman  P 
    Mr. Jonathon Shevelew  P 
 
Mayor Shevelew opened the meeting to the public at which time Mr. Christensen, 
Superintendent of Indian Mills Schools, made the following report; the school budget was 
defeated and the BOE met with the Township Committee on April 27th to resolve the 
defeated budget, the next board meeting will be May 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the IMMS Library, 
the construction projects bids came in under budget and all bids have been awarded, the 
school is attempting to offer a tuition based PM session along with an AM regular session for 
a full-day kindergarten program and parents are being surveyed now, the Home and School 
Association held a golf outing on May 3rd to raise money to be used for programs and 
material for the students, Teacher Appreciation Week is week of May 3rd, the 2010-11 school 
calendar has been changed as follows; Easter/spring break will be April 18-25 (week before 
Easter and Monday after Easter), March Teacher-in-Service changed from March 18th to 
March 4th, 3rd marking period report cards issued April 15th instead of April 18th, spring 
parent conferences are April 27-28 instead of April 19-21, the IMS spring concert at Seneca 
High School is May 25th at 7:00 p.m., IMMS Choral Concert is June 8th at IMMS at 7:00 
p.m., Camp Ocky trip for 6th graders is May 26, 27, 28th,  the month of May is very busy with 
State testing, the 5th grade FunFest is May 6th, and schools will be closed May 31st for 
Memorial Day.  Mrs. Keith noted she agreed with the Committee that the school elections 
should be moved to November with the general elections since it would cut costs.  Elaine 
Bilmier asked why the Atsion Road Fields are not being used and Mayor Shevelew explained 
they are going to be converted into soccer fields and the Committee is waiting for approval 
from the Pinelands Commission which should be very soon.  Hopefully the project will be 
completed within a year and that complex will be utilized for the soccer program.  Karl 
Tower, President of the School Board, spoke and explained the board is working with the 
Township Committee on the defeated school budget, because of contract timing, they were 
able to implement the 1.5 cent out of everyone’s salary for health benefits, they are 
negotiating salaries, and they hear the voters and are committed to improving the system.  



Elaine Bilmier stated she does not have a problem with educating the children but her 
problem is a lot of the tax dollars do not go to the children in Shamong Township.  She said 
it goes to North Jersey or the Abbott districts, etc. and into corrupt hands before it gets to the 
children or teachers.   Mrs. Keith feels the schools should be funded by County not the 
township.  She also feels the mandates that are put in place are stupid and when dealing with 
the teacher contracts it should be handled like the private sector.  Mayor Shevelew explained 
in the past if you tried to take the teacher’s union to task you never got support at the State 
level.  This is the first time there is support at the State level and that is why you are seeing 
pay freezes.  Paula Emmond stated it was her understanding that the budget that was defeated 
did not include an increase for the teachers but yet now there is talk of negotiations on salary 
increases and she doesn’t understand how this could happen.  Mr. Tower explained it was not 
in the budget but there is a fine line and they needed to protect themselves from being 
accused of negotiating in public.  Mrs. Bilmier feels 1.5 cents is peanuts to pay towards 
health insurance because she knows what her and her husband pay.  She also doesn’t 
understand why retirement is different and Mayor Shevelew explained because it doesn’t 
come out of the local school budget, the State pays for it.  Mayor Shevelew noted he received 
a letter from the County Superintendent outlining the procedure for their resolution in order 
to address any cuts and one of the issues that is highlighted is that the Committee needs to cut 
specific line items.  Superintendent Christensen disagreed stating the committee could make 
recommendations but the board does not need to accept them because they have the final say 
as to what gets cut.  Mayor Shevelew stated not according to this letter.  There being no 
further comments, the public portion of the meeting was closed. 
 
Mayor Shevelew read the attached Mayoral Proclamation “Whereas, May 2010 is National 
Exercise is Medicine Month” into the minutes.   
 

On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved 

to approve the April 6, 2010 regular and executive session minutes.  A roll call vote 

showed all members present voting yes. 

 
Mr. Arango reported on the speed limits for Atsion Road, Oak Shade Road, and Forked Neck 
Road and stated his traffic engineer reported his opinion that Forked Neck Road and Oak 
Shade Road there is a possibility that after a complete review they could look at a statutory 
speed limit of 35 mph.  This would not be possible for Atsion Road since it would require a 
traffic study to be done to establish a reasonable and safe speed limit.  Committeeman 
Mozitis feels it doesn’t matter what speed limit is posted because without enforcement there 
is no control.  He feels the parking along the road at the Dingletown ball field is a bigger 
issue and the speeding within the park is an issue also.  Mr. Reinhart asked if there is an 
ordinance in place for the no parking and Mayor Shevelew stated he believes there is an 
ordinance.  Mrs. King referred to the State Trooper who was in the audience asking if he was 
called for a parking violation would he enforce it and he said if they are called they would 
certainly show up, however, he has been here for a year and this is the first he is hearing 
about the no parking problem.  The Committee feels it is more of an enforcement issue and 
took no action on lowering the speed limits. 
 



Mr. Arango reported work is completed at Windermere, there has been no complaints, and he 
recommends the release of the escrow money.  On motion of Committeeman Norman, 

seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to release to Bob Meyer 

Communities the remaining balance from their Maintenance Cash Bond of $7,500.  A 

roll call vote showed all members present voting yes.             

 
The Administrator explained there is a member of the Joint Land Use Board that the 
Secretary, Mr. Heinold, would like removed due to absence of many scheduled meetings.  
The Joint Land Use Board has reached out to Mr. VanCuren by letter and phone with no 
response from Mr. VanCuren regarding his ability and desire to continue to serve the Joint 
Land Use Board.  The Joint Land Use Board is now requesting the Committee remove Mr. 
VanCuren from the Board under the provisions of Title 40A-section 9 and appoint one of the 
alternate members for the expiration of that term which is December 31, 2011.  This will 
cause a vacancy and require an appoint another alternate.  On motion of Committeeman 

Gray, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was moved to appoint James Sweet to 

replace Tim VanCuren for the balance of a 4 year term to expire on December 31, 2011.  

A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was moved 

to approved the Administrator to send a letter of support of the TNR Program to the 

New Jersey Fish and Game Council.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting 

yes. 

 

The Administrator reported that the owner of block 23.01 lot 35 a 33.46 acre parcel is 
interested in the Township Open Space Plan since she is interested in selling her property.  
Mr. Heinold recommended seeing if the State might be interested since it is adjacent to State 
land.   
 
The Administrator explained that Burlington County is implementing a 9-1-1 Reverse 
System at a cost of $92,500, which is to be funded by a grant.  The County would like to 
know if Shamong would like to participate in their program.  The Administrator contacted 
the Emergency Management Coordinator who expressed several concerns including the 
control and timing of when messages would go out.  He recommends Shamong should 
continue using the system they have in place which is very effective and inexpensive. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was moved to 

approve Resolution 2010R-42 Requesting the permission of the Director of the Division 

of Local Government Services to waive the statutory deadline for filing the 2010 

Municipal Budget.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 
Mayor Shevelew read Ordinance 2010-05 by title and opened the meeting to the public at 
which time a resident asked what it meant and Committeeman Norman explained it only 
applies to new development so when a home is built it needs to have an enclosed area outside 
the home to store the recyclables.  Mayor Shevelew explained this came down from the 
County and the Township has to adopt it.  Mrs. Keith asked why it doesn’t come down from 
the State and Mayor Shevelew said the Township still has to enforce it.  Mrs. King 



questioned if it was only for new building and Mayor Shevelew stated it was.  On motion of 

Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was moved to adopt 

Ordinance 2010-05 amending the land development ordinances pertaining to the design 

of containment areas for designated recyclable materials on residential sites after 

second reading and a public hearing.  A roll call vote showed Committeemen Long, 

Norman, and Mozitis voting yes, Committeemen Gray and Shevelew voting no.   

 

Mayor Shevelew read Ordinance 2010-06 by title and Mr. Heinold explained this is the 
county recycling program and they are requesting the municipalities to adopt this 
amendment.  A resident asked if someone was going to go through her trash and the 
Administrator explained a county employee sometimes will follow the garbage truck and 
check and you could be fined.  Mrs. Keith asked what are they changing and Mayor 
Shevelew said they are putting in place a method of enforcement for the current laws.  On 

motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved 

to adopt Ordinance 2010-06 amending Chapter 143-5 of the Shamong Township Code 

Governing the program for the recycling of designated recyclable materials and 

modifying for violations thereof after second reading and a public hearing.  A roll call 

vote showed Committeemen Shevelew, Mozitis, and Gray voting yes, Committeemen 

Long and Norman voting no. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved 

to adopt Ordinance 2010-07 rezoning prosperities at Block 28.01, lots 4.01, 4.18, 4.19, 

and 4.20 from Preservation Area to Agricultural Production Area after first reading.  A 

roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Norman, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was moved 

to approve the attached Bill List.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting 

yes. 

 

The engineer, Rick Arango, reported he had no new business to report. 
 
The solicitor, Mr. Heinold, reported Shamong has had more tax appeals this year than in 
previous years but not as much as other townships.  Mr. Heinold explained he was scheduled 
to meet with the owner of H & M properties and his attorney but had to cancel due to a 
medical issue.  The meeting is now scheduled for this Friday.  Mr. Heinold reported that 
Gary Rosensweig is representing IMAA on the litigation for the lighting at the Dingletown 
Field and the meeting with Judge Bookbinder scheduled for May 6 has been cancelled and 
will be rescheduled.  He reported he is still working with Samost on the Silver Lake Drive 
Development lots and the one home that needs to be completed. 
 
The Administrator reported on the following issues; the Burlington County JIF has 
recommended a review of licenses of township employees and volunteers and the cost is 
being investigated, the Green Acres grant and loan funding packets will be sent out shortly, 
2009 Recycling Tonnage Grant report was submitted on April 19, 2010, Stony Creek Soccer 
Complex engineering costs to date total $3, 371.50 and the Green Acres Project Agreement 
should be received within the next 2 weeks, OEM reported $2,691 of labor and equipment 



expenses were reported to FEMA relative to the March 12-14 storm and an additional $3,785 
was reported on behalf of the Indian Mills Volunteer Fire Company for possible 
reimbursement, and the 17th Annual Pine Barrens Jeep Jamboree is scheduled for May 6-8. 
 
Mayor Shevelew opened the meeting to the public at which time Joe Reinhart asked what the 
JIF was requiring and the Administrator replied a review of licenses of township employees 
and volunteers.  Mrs. King questioned the training needed for the Joint Land Use Board 
suggesting that previous members from the zoning board could be alternates on the Joint 
Land Use Board since they had training and the Administrator explained the training was 
different for both boards.  Mrs. King stated she is glad the Township Committee supported 
the TNR Program because it has kept the cat population down in her area and the main issue 
being rabies.  Mrs. Keith asked about Ordinance 2010-07 changing the zoning and Mayor 
Shevelew explained it has always been a farm and should be zoned agricultural production 
not preservation.  Bill Critchfield asked if Indian Mills Road was included in the roads the 
committee was looking at to reduce speed and Mayor Shevelew informed him they only have 
control over township owned roads and that is a county road.  Bill Critchfield asked if there 
was a work stoppage on the lighting litigation at the Dingletown Complex and Mr. Heinold 
explained the Judge told all the parties on the phone that the lights can not be turned on until 
he gives the okay but he did not stop work on the project.   Mrs. King questioned a statement 
in the paper from Sue saying an additional $70 per local purpose tax.  The Administrator 
explained IF the township chose to pass the reduction in State Aid onto the tax payers it 
would equate to approximately $70 per household on an average assessed house.  Mrs. King 
asked when the next budget meeting was going to be and the Mayor stated they are waiting 
to see when the State approves their budget.  Elaine Bilmier stated she did not know all 
meetings were open to the public and Mayor Shevelew explained all township meetings are 
open to the public.  There being no further comments Mayor Shevelew closed the meeting to 
the public. 
 
Mayor Shevelew explained the committee would go into executive session to discuss 
contract negotiations, attorney client privilege, and the school budgets and if any action 
would be taken it would be done when they reconvene their regular meeting.  On motion of 

Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to convene the 

regular meeting and go into executive session, all members present voting yes. 

 
The Committee reconvened their regular meeting and Mayor Shevelew reported no action 
will be taken at this time.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
 
Susan D. Onorato 
Municipal Clerk 


