
Shamong, NJ 08088     November 4, 2009 
 
The Shamong Township Committee held a regular meeting on the above date at the 
Municipal Building. 
 
Mayor Sean Gray called the meeting to order at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
 
The Clerk stated please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been given in 
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act in the following manner.  Written notice 
has been faxed to the Burlington County Times, published in the Central Record and 
posted on the official website and bulletin board of Shamong Township. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call and)    Mr. Sean Gray    P 
     Absentees)    Mr. Martin Mozitis   P 
           Noted)    Mr. Christopher Norman  A 
     Mr. James Schroeder   A 
     Mr. Jonathon Shevelew  P 
 
Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public at which time Mrs. Keith asked what the 
amendment to the Land Development Ordinance was about.  Mr. Heinold explained 
under Municipal Land Use Law if a person gets an approval from the board that protects 
them for a number of years from any changes that may occur.  This amendment will say 
once the years of protection expire so does the approval and you would need to come 
back before the board for approval again.  Mrs. Keith asked if there is a charge to come 
back to the board and Mr. Heinold explained there is always a charge associated with an 
approval process.   There being no further questions from the public that portion of the 
meeting was closed. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to approve the October 6, 2009 minutes as submitted. 

 

Mayor Gray reported he signed a Proclamation noting November 14, 2009 as World 

Diabetes Day. 

 

The Engineer reported his firm did a field inspection on the Indian Mills Dam, they have 
completed a visual inspection report, and they have updated the Emergency Action Plan 
and the Operation and Maintenance Manual.  He stated they will be submitting the 
reports since this year it is a formal inspection of the Dam.  They are in the process of 
doing the ability analysis on the emergency spillway requested by Dam Safety. 
 
The Administrator reported the Township received notice from the DOT that the 
application submitted will receive a grant of $180,000 for the Reconstruction of Old 
Indian Mills Road, Phase 2 which gives the township a total of $360,000 for this project.  



Committeeman Shevelew asked if Phase I and II would be able to be done together and 
the Administrator said Mr. Arango is working with the State on that issue.   
 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to approve the Indian Mills Memorial School Act Locally Club application to 

participate in the Adopt-A-Road Program.  A roll call vote showed all members 
present voting yes. 
 
The Administrator reported that Mr. Fay who is very active with the Boy Scouts asked if 
she could send out an e-mail notice in reference to the Boy Scout Food Drive that is 
coming up in November.  The Committee gave their approval for the Administrator to do 
this. 
 
The Administrator reported on the 2010 State Health Benefit Plan stating the premium is 
going up 20%.  She has reached out to Mr. Westrol for quotes on other plans, however, 
companies are requesting a fee for the summary of claims at a cost of $2,000 per plan and 
Shamong has two plans.  Committeeman Shevelew asked the Administrator to look into 
this further before the Committee makes a decision. 
 
Mr. Heinold explained Resolution 2009R-81 Green Acres Enabling Resolution is part of 
the Township’s application process to submit the Open Space Plan to Green Acres.  
Committeeman Mozitis questioned if the Open Space Plan had to be in affect before the 
resolution is passed and Mr. Heinold stated the State is not requiring that to be the case.  
Mayor Gray noted that the public question on the ballot with regard to an additional 
$400,000,000 for Green Acres Funding did pass by a small margin.  On motion of 

Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was moved to 

approve Resolution 2009R-81.  A roll call vote showed Committeemen Shevelew and 

Gray voting yes, Committeeman Mozitis voting no.   

 

Mayor Gray asked Mr. Heinold to once again explain Ordinance 2009-006 amending the 
Land Development Ordinance of the Township of Shamong to create Chapter 110-20.1 
Governing Expiration of Approvals.  Mr. Heinold explained under Municipal Land Use 
Law when an applicant comes in and gets approval for a residential subdivision it is good 
for a number of years under the statute.  This amendment says when the period of 
protection expires so does the approval so the applicant would have to come back to the 
board for approval again.  The Administrator reported she did speak with the Joint Land 
Use Board secretary, Lynn Heinold, and he said there are two major subdivions that this 
could affect.  On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman 

Shevelew, it was moved to approve Ordinance 2009-006 Amending the Land 

Development Ordinance of the Township of Shamong to create Chapter 110-20.1 

Governing Expiration of Approvals on first reading.  A roll call vote showed all 

members resent voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to approve the attached Bill List.  A roll call vote showed all members 

present voting yes. 



The Engineer reported that the DOT approved the grant for $180,000 for the 
reconstruction of Old Indian Mills Road, Phase 2 and they submitted the proposal to 
perform the engineering on the project.  He also reported they submitted a revised 
preliminary plan to the Pinelands Commission removing fields 1, 2 and 3 on October 12, 
2009 and that the Township would construct fields 4 and 5 which are in the soil 
extraction area at Shamong fields off Atsion Road.  They have requested the Pinelands to 
confirm that by doing this the Township would not have to perform a Cultural Resource 
Study.  To date they have not received anything from the Pinelands. 
 
Mr. Heinold explained a few months ago he reported on the Sand Hill Indians litigation 
that has been filed in Federal Court in Newark where a non-Federally recognized tribe is 
claiming rights to property throughout New Jersey.  They have sued all 21 counties in the 
State and Shamong is included because of the Brotherton Tract.  He stated all the 
defendants have filed motion to dismiss.  The Court has not set a hearing date so those 
motions are pending.   
 
The Administrator read the Superintendent’s report since he was not in attendance.  He 
reported on the following;  H1N1 Vaccination Clinic went well with over 450 students 
being vaccinated, the Board will meet on November 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the Indian Mills 
Memorial School, the Education Foundation is having a dinner/auction on February 26th, 
the Home and School Association’s Halloween event went very well, school will be 
closed November 5th and 6th for NJEA Convention, American Education Week is 
November 16th and November 17th is Parent Visitation Day, all day at both schools, 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are November 19th, 20th, 23rd, and 24th they will be early 
dismissal days for students, school will be closed on November 26th and 27th for 
Thanksgiving Holiday and early dismissal on November 25th. 
 
The Administrator reported on the following; the Township Committee Members and the 
Township Administrator will attend an Elected Official Risk Management Seminar on 
January 28, 2010 hosted by the JIF and a $250 credit towards our 2010 liabilities 
premiums will be awarded for each attendee, the Meteor Motorcycle Club, Inc. has 
notified the township that they will be holding a “Ride in the Pines” on November 7th and 
8th, the Township has been able to secure another Community Service volunteer to clean 
the interior of the municipal building at no costs and an annual savings of approximately 
$3,500, the Burlington County Recycling day is November 15th from 10 am to 3 pm 
where computer and television recycling along with free confidential shredding will be 
offered to County residents in Westhampton, the IMVFC would like the Township 
Committee to reach out to any of our legislatures relative to securing a funding source for 
the State of New Jersey to add a battery backup to the existing traffic light at Route 206 
and Tuckerton Road, the 2010 Budget packets will be sent out to department heads by the 
end of this month. 
 
The Administrator explained the Public Works Department needs a new tractor with a 
side boom mower and is requesting approval to go out to bid on a John Deer 5085 
Tractor with an Alamo mower.  On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by 



Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to approve going out to bid for the above.  A 

roll call vote showed all members present voting yes.  

 

At this time Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public and Mr. Knight stated he did 
not understand completely what was discussed on the health benefits and asked if they 
wanted $2000 to quote the township a new policy.  The Administrator explained it was 
not to quote a new policy but to provide the history of the claims in dollars to the new 
company that would be giving us a quote.  The new company is requesting the history 
and the existing company is charging $2,000 per plan to delivery it.  Mr. Reinhart asked 
the Administrator if she receives an annual report from the insurance company as to the 
claim history and she no.  Mr. Knight questioned if there was any records on who was 
absent and the Administrator explained internally there is and there was one serious 
illness in the past two years.  Committeeman Shevelew explained the insurance 
companies are not looking for the number of claims, they are looking at the dollar 
amounts.  Mr. Knight asked the solicitor if Ordinance 2009-006 was for only 
subdivisions or for anything that came before the Joint Land Use Board or any board in 
the past.  Mr. Heinold stated it pertains to subdivisions and site plans and is not extended 
to zoning variances.  Mr. Knight asked if he had an approved subdivision in 2006 is he 
grandfathered or subject to this ordinance which will take affect in 2009 and Mr. Heinold 
said you are subject to this ordinance.  Mrs. Sutton asked if the bill list is open to the 
public and the solicitor said yes.  She also wanted to know, since there is so much money 
going into the kids activities,  has there been any thought to the building across the street 
for the Historical Society.  Mayor Gray stated he believes funds are given annually to the 
Historical Society.  The Administrator advised funds were not given this year.   Mrs. 
Sutton stated she feels other organizations need some attention besides the Indian Mills 
Athletic Association.  Mayor Gray explained a survey was just done to see what type of 
recreation the township residents are interested in and they are in the process of 
accumulating the results.  Mrs. Sutton asked how many responses were received and the 
solicitor thought around 300.  Mr. Knight reported he did not receive a copy of the 
survey, nor did some of his neighbors.  The Administrator said she would forward them a 
copy of the letter which included the survey.  Mrs. Keith stated there was a note put out 
about a new building that was going to be put up (100’ x 120’ in size) for recreation in 
the township.  Mrs. Keith asked the committee to make comment on this building as far 
as the apparent rush or desire for this building.  Mayor Gray stated he did not believe any 
decisions have been made on any building that is why they are looking at the survey 
results to see what the interest of the township is for an additional recreation facility.  
Mrs. Keith stated we are in a recession right now and do not have the money to spend on 
anything other then what is absolutely necessary and it offends her as a tax payer that the 
committee would even be thinking about it at this time.  She feels you can’t justify that 
kind of planning and spending in this economy.  Mayor Gray explained the committee 
has not spent one dollar on any type of facility that is being referred to, in fact, the 
description of the facility was actually in some election propaganda that floated around 
town and did not come from anyone on the committee as far as he knows.  
Committeeman Shevelew stated he would think it would be put on a referendum before 
doing anything.  He understands that people feel we are in a recession and should not be 
doing it but he explained there are opportunities for funding that were not available 



before because there is stimulus money to be spent to employ people to build the 
buildings.  Committeeman Shevelew feels it would be foolish not to take free money to 
do this.  Mrs. Keith said there is no free money, we all pay for it.  Committee Shevelew 
pointed out if we don’t take it someone else will so we all will still be paying for it but 
not in our backyard.  Mr. Reinhart reported he was the one who issued the propaganda 
they are referring to and he said the committee has already started condemnation on the 
88 acres.  Committeeman Shevelew stated that needs to be addressed because that was 
privileged executive session information but Mr. Reinahrt said that came right from the 
owners partner.  The solicitor said that was absolutely incorrect.  The Committee 
suggested that Mr. Reinhart verify information before he prints and sends it out.  Mrs. 
Keith suggested they not have another episode like the ball fields again because this time 
she is going to dig her heals in and if you think things were nasty before she will 
guarantee to fight tooth and nail and she won’t be alone.  Steven Miller asked if this is 
something in the works because it didn’t seem like that much of a surprise when it was 
brought up.  Committeeman Shevelew explained he has been on the committee for five 
years and it has been discussed at least once every year.  Steven Miller asked if more 
fields were going to be put at Dingletown III and Committeeman Shevelew said no they 
will be putting 2 soccer fields on the existing softball fields at Stony Creek and leave 
Dingletown as it is.  There being no further comments from the public the public portion 
of the meeting was closed. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Shevelew, it was 

moved to convene the regular meeting and go into executive session under 

Resolution 2009R-82 to discuss several matters including potential land acquisition 

and contractual negotiations with a township resident.  A roll call vote showed all 

members present voting yes.  

 

The regular meeting was reconvened and Mayor Gray reported no action was taken in 
executive session. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Susan D. Onorato 
Municipal Clerk 


