
Shamong, NJ 08088    December 1, 2009 
 
The Shamong Township Committee held a regular meeting on the above date at the 
Municipal Building. 
 
Mayor Gray called the meeting to order at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
 
The Township Clerk stated:  Please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been 
given in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act in the following manner.  
Written notice has been faxed to the Burlington County Times, published in the Central 
Record and posted on the official website and bulletin board of Shamong Township. 
 
Roll Call and)    Mr. Sean Gray   P 
     Absentees)    Mr. Martin Mozitis  P 
            Noted)    Mr. Christopher Norman P 
     Mr. James Schroeder  P 
     Mr. Jonathon Shevelew P 
 
At this time Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public and recognized Superintendent 
Christensen who gave his report on the following;  60% of students received the H1N1 
flu vaccination, absenteeism has returned to normal after a spike in late October to early 
November, the board meeting is December 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the IMMS library, winter 
break is December 24th – January 4th, Home and School Association will host an indoor 
soccer tournament on December 12th from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm, parent visitation day was 
held November 17th and conferences were held November 19th – November 24th, 
Grandparents/Grandfriends Day for 5th graders was November 25th, an architect has been 
hired for the Bond Project, $18,000 was saved on utilities over the summer by going to a 
4 day work week for everyone, the Principal, Mrs. Moore, of IMS has begun her trip to 
Kenya which was through a Dodge Grant, and the board is working on the budget for 
2010-2011.  There being no further comments from the public, the public portion of the 
meeting was closed. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, the 

minutes of November 4, 2009, as amended (putting the soccer fields on the two ball 

fields at Stony Creek) was approved.  A roll call vote showed Committeemen 

Shevelew, Mozitis, and Gray voting yes, Committeemen Norman and Schroeder 

abstaining. 

 

Mayor Gray read the attached Proclamation into the December 1
st
 meeting 

recognizing a resident Donald Catts for his contribution of a Township Map which 

he presented in a unique hand made frame.  Mayor Gray presented the 

Proclamation to Mr. Catts and thanked him.   

 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it 

was moved to approve the following 2010 meeting dates; January 5
th
 at 7:30 p.m. for 

the Shamong Township Committee’s reorganization meeting, January 5
th
 at 8:00 



p.m. for the regular meeting and Board of Health meeting, January 12
th
 at 7:30 pm 

for a workshop meeting, January 23
rd

 at 9:00 am on Saturday for a Town Meeting 

and January 26
th
 at 7:30 for a workshop.  A roll call vote showed Committeemen 

Shevelew, Mozitis, Norman and Gray voting yes, Committeeman Schroeder 

abstaining. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Schroeder, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it 

was moved to approve the 2009-2012 Interlocal Service Agreement for snow 

removal with the Burlington County Highway Department.  A roll call vote showed 

all members present voting yes. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the Pinelands Conservation Fund stating she received some 
information that was in the Burlington County Times where the Pinelands is helping 
townships with any cost for changing their zoning and master plan for the new clustering 
rule that they are proposing.  The zones involved are forestry and rural development.  The 
dateline to make application is April 6th.   Mr. Heinold stated he would look into this and 
notify the township with his recommendation.   
 

On motion of Committeeman Norman, seconded by Committeeman Shevelew, it 

was moved to approve the Engineer’s proposal for work on Old Indian Mills Road 

under the 2010 State Aide Grant.  The fee will not exceed $21,760.52.  A roll call 

vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

Mr. Arango reported he received a letter from the Pinelands dated November 19, 2009 
confirming that a Cultural Resource Survey is not required for the construction of Fields 
4 and 5, however, the Pinelands is requiring the Township to comply with local ordinance 
110-108 (10% of the open space can be used for recreation), provide engineer’s 
construction cost estimate signed and sealed for existing work performed and the 
associated fee (1% of the estimated construction cost estimate) Ray Worrell’s estimate is 
$106,451.50 which represents a fee of $1,064.52.  He explained this only includes one 
ball field and the aerial photograph shows two (2) fields.  The Committee will submit 
signed and sealed drawings for proposed work of two fields along with estimate and fee.   
 
Committeeman Shevelew explained that at the last meeting Committeeman Schroeder 
had requested a break down of the Dingletown lighting project costs, Committeeman 
Shevelew requested this information from IMAA and it has been received.  
Committeeman Schroeder was satisfied with the break down and asked what the total 
amount IMAA is requesting from the township.  Committeeman Shevelew stated $13,000 
plus the cost of hook up which is approximately $8,000.  Committeeman Schroeder also 
asked about the issue of title nine in reference to boys versus girl’s fields being lit.  The 
solicitor, Mr. Heinold, explained as long as the township can support either by age or 
number the distribution of the lighting there should not be a problem. Committeeman 
Shevelew reported he also asked Mr. O’Keefe for a break down of how much IMAA 
spent on the township property over the last two years and the amount is almost $185,000 
of their money for either maintaining or doing new projects at the fields.  This was 
money from fun raisers or fees from registration, not township money.  Mr. O’Keefe 



noted this doesn’t account for all the volunteer hours that went into accomplishing these 
projects.  Committeeman Mozitis asked how many softball and baseball teams there were 
and Committeeman Shevelew could not answer that question since it changes year to 
year.  He stated about 4 years ago it was 4 to 1 in favor of the boys.  Committeeman 
Mozitis questioned who did the engineering for the lights because there is twice the 
amount of lights on the boy’s field versus the girl’s field.  Committeeman Shevelew 
explained the boy’s field is much larger.  On motion of Committeeman Schroeder, 

seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was moved to approve two invoices totaling 

$13,226 for the Dingletown lighting project.  A roll call vote showed all members 

present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Schroeder, seconded by Committeeman Shevelew, it 

was moved to approve $44,600 for repair of two trucks under State Contract # 

A73483.  This will be appropriated in the 2009 budget but work will not be 

scheduled until March or April of 2010.  A roll call vote showed all members present 

voting yes. 

     

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Schroeder, it 

was moved to approve the attached Resolution 2009R-88 authorizing refund of 

duplicate and over payment of taxes and attached Resolution 2009R-91 tax refund 

of over payments.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to approve the attached Resolution 2009R-89 authorizing a six month 

extension for the placement of a temporary trailer at block 6 lots 7 and 8.01.  A roll 

call vote showed all members present voting yes, except Committeeman Schroeder 

who abstained. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Schroeder, it 

was moved to approve the attached Resolution 2009R-90 authorizing the Municipal 

Alliance Grant Award.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it 

was moved to approve Ordinance 2009-006 amending the Land Development 

Ordinance of the Township of Shamong to create Chapter 110-20.1 Governing 

Expiration of Approvals after public hearing and second reading.  A roll call vote 

showed all members present voting yes.   

 

On motion of Committeeman Schroeder, seconded by Committeeman Shevelew, it 

was moved to approve the attached Bill List.  A roll call vote showed all members 

present voting yes except for Committeeman Mozitis who abstained. 

 

The engineer, Mr. Arango, wished everyone a happy holiday and happy and prosperous 
new year and stated it has been a pleasure being the township engineer for the year.  Mr. 
Arango reported he has completed the Stability Analysis of the Indian Mills Dam and 
will be making a submission to the State by December 11, 2009.  He also reported he has 



been in discussion with the Planning Board engineer in reference to the basin at 
Valenzano Winery.  Everything else seems to be fine. 
 
The solicitor, Mr. Heinold, reported he worked with the Administrator on getting the bids 
prepared to go out for a new tractor.  He also advised the Committee he needed to speak 
in executive session on matters concerning land acquisition and attorney client privilege.   
 
The Administrator reported on the following items; the Indian Mills Volunteer Fire 
Company would like the Township Committee to reach out to any of our legislatures 
relative to securing a funding source for the State of New Jersey to add a battery backup 
to the existing traffic light at Route 206 and Tuckerton Road with the estimated cost 
being $8,000 to $10,000, new Citizen Leadership Forms have been added to the 
Township website under on-line forms to be completed by new volunteers or board 
members, Indian Mills Volunteer Fire Company will be going through the township with 
Santa on December 20th starting at 10:00 a.m., families with “special needs” children 
should call 268-1114 to make special arrangements,  the Township Committee and 
Township Administrator will be attending an Elected Official Risk Management Seminar 
on January 28, 2010 hosted by the JIF and a $250 credit towards the 2010 liabilities 
premiums will be awarded for each attendee, the 2010 Budget packets were sent out on 
November 19th and responses are due on or before December 11th, the Pinelands 
Municipal Council has reported that the DEP has indicated they will not be mandating the 
Septic Management Program due to the burden placed on municipalities during the 
current economic conditions, however, they will require municipalities inventory all 
existing systems and provide notification to property owners to pump out their septic 
tanks, no directives have been received from the DEP at this time. 
 
Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public at which time Mrs. Keith asked about the 
lighting at Dingletown because she thought after the last court case the Judge said no 
more lights were to go up.  The Administrator explained a letter had been sent to all 
involved with the court case and Mrs. Keith and Mrs. Sutton had come into the office and 
reported they had no issues with the project.  Mrs. Keith asked the Administrator to check 
her records because Mrs. Keith said she does not remember getting the letter or doing that 
and she certainly would not have said that.  Mr. Knight stated he also has a problem with 
the lighting because he never signed off on anything.  He also stated he was in Trenton 
and read the document which said nothing but low level lights.  Mr. Knight stated he will 
go forward with a law suit against this.  Mr. Knight asked what the cost is now for 
lighting the fields and Committeeman Shevelew stated approximately $2300 for both 
fields for everything.  Leeann Miller asked if there was any projection on how much the 
additional lighting was going to cost and Committeeman Shevelew estimated about $500 
to $750 more per year.  Mrs. Sutton asked how many other organizations get as much 
money as IMAA and Committeeman Shevelew answered most of them stating the 
IMVFC gets 20% of the budget.  Committeeman Schroeder stated he feels it is an 
important thing for the kids to have recreation.  He feels there is a value to having sports.  
He also feels when people volunteer for the benefit of the town it should be honored and 
that is how he justifies money being spent for this.  Mrs. Sutton asked how much money 
has been given to the Historical Society compared to the money put into fields because 



that helps other age groups.  The Administrator reported the township has given to the 
Historical Society for a number of years and about two years ago they were given about 
$5,000.  She stated the Pineland’s Young at Heart Senior Group gets an annual 
contribution also.  Mayor Gray stated that the quality of the recreational programs, like 
the quality of our schools, adds to the real estate values of the community.  Mrs. Keith 
stated the committee is not financially responsible because of this spending when, she 
feels, we are in a recession.  Mr. Heinold explained that the lighting project had been 
talked about at many public meetings and a vote was taken at a public meeting whether to 
proceed with the lighting project and a letter was sent to everyone sitting in the front row 
of this meeting including Mr. Paul Lockrey.  He stated he feels the township has been 
very clear about the issues associated with the lighting project, why there was pressure on 
the township from a legal stand point, and what the township’s decision was relative to 
that.  This all took place about a year ago.  Mayor Gray feels if the township did not go 
ahead with the lighting for the girl’s softball field they could have face litigation.  
Committeeman Norman stated he is surprised that someone will complain about $500 per 
year for lights but they would sue the town and make the town incur thousands of dollars 
in legal fees in defending a case.  Mayor Gray stated he takes exception to many 
comments this evening about the transparency of this committee.  He believes they were 
very transparent in open public meetings about this very issue, in fact, the meeting room 
was full of people representing the girl’s softball on this issue and the proposal at the 
time.  Mr. Knight addressed Mr. Norman stating he does not live next to the ball fields, as 
does none of the other members, and he is tired of hearing noise in the summer until ten 
o’clock at night.  He is tired of hearing about Cherry Hill, Medford, etc.  This is Shamong 
Township, a rural township, people have lived here a long time in a rural area and don’t 
want these lights.  Committeeman Norman explained the technology of these lights is 
much more advanced than the existing lights that caused the law suit and there should be 
only down lighting, whereas, if you walk a distance away from the field it is dark.  Mrs. 
King suggested sending all important mail certified.  Mrs. Sutton asked if a request had 
been sent to the State to reduce the speed limit on Forked Neck Road since the ball fields 
have been completed.  The Administrator said yes and it was denied.   There being no 
further comments from the public, the public portion of the meeting was closed. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Shevelew, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it 

was moved to approve Resolution 2009R-92  for executive session to discuss land 

acquisition, negotiations, and attorney client privileges.  A roll call vote showed all 

members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Schroeder, seconded by Committeeman Norman, the  

regular meeting was reconvened.  A roll call vote showed all members present 

voting yes.  

 
Mayor Gray referred to the solicitor, Mr. Heinold, to explain what was discussed in 
executive session and now will be voted on.  First Mr. Heinold referred to Resolution 
2009R-93 which is an agreement relative to the McElhone property on Atsion Road 
between the township and Audubon Environmental, Inc. which authorizes Audubon 
Environmental to do some environmental testing on the property.  The township has tax 



liens on the property and Audubon is owned by John Morris a resident of the township 
and neighbors the property and is interested in partnering with the township to possibly 
acquire and clean up the property.  The agreement allows him to test and indemnifies the 
township relative to his actions in testing the property.  On motion of Committeeman 

Norman, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was moved to approve Resolution 

2009R-93 authorizing contract with Audubon Environmental, Inc. for inspection of 

property block 10, lot 24.02.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes 

except Committeeman Schroeder who abstained. 

 
Mr. Heinold reported the second issue is an authorization from the Township Committee 
by motion to make an offer on an 88 acre piece of property owned by H & M Machine 
Properties out of Highland Park, New Jersey and is behind the Indian Mills Memorial 
School.  Mr. Heinold will make an offer to the property owner in writing to propose 
acquisition and express the township’s interest in acquiring the property.    On motion of 

Committeeman Schroeder, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was moved to 

approve Mr. Heinold to make an offer to the property owner in writing to propose 

acquisition and express the township’s interest in acquiring the property.  A roll call 

vote showed all members present voting yes.  Mr. Heinold explained the township 

would be getting funding from the State Green Acres Program at 50% of the cost 

and 25% from the County so whatever the final cost may be the township will be 

paying 25% of the acquisition.   

 

Mayor Gray opened the meeting to the public at which time Mrs. King asked if the 88 
acres could go towards the pilot program where the township is trying to reach their goal 
of 60% land going to the State.  Mayor Gray said it possibly could and the Administrator 
said some of the ground might qualify.  Mrs. King stated she thought the purpose of the 
program was to acquire land for the pilot program and Mr. Heinold explained all the 
acquisitions the township has done were for the pilot plan, however, this is the last large 
tract in the township that can be developed for a residential subdivision of approximately 
20 to 30 homes and the goal is to prevent that from happening.  Mrs. King asked if any of 
the Open Space money was used for recreation and the Committee reported none.  Mr. 
Heinold did report two properties were bought with some of the Open Space money, one 
being the Jassby property behind Packenah Trail and the other being the Gant property.  
Mrs. King asked if the Committee had any plans for the 88 acres and the Committee said 
no.  Mrs. King asked who was paying for the testing of the Atsion Road property and the 
Committee reported the environmental company is paying.  Mrs. King asked what they 
want from the township for doing this testing and the Committee stated nothing at this 
time.  Committeeman Shevelew stated Mr. Morris has an interest in buying the property 
but before he does that he would like to do environmental testing to make sure he can 
handle the clean up.  Mr. Heinold explained the township holds tax liens on the property 
but the township does not want to foreclose because there are environmental issues there.  
Mr. Morris lives adjacent to the property and has an interest in acquiring the property.  
The township would prefer, rather than let the property sit there with taxes not being paid 
and the environmental condition persisting, to let Mr. Morris take over the piece of 
property and get it back to a clean state and get it back on the tax rolls for the township.  
He does not want to improve the property at this time.  Mr. Heinold feels this is good for 



the township to get the property cleaned up and back on the tax rolls at no cost to the 
township.  This is the first step to see if it is worth cleaning up.  There being no further 
comments from the public, the public portion was closed. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Susan D. Onorato 
Municipal Clerk 

 


