
Shamong, NJ 08088     May 25, 2010 
 
The Shamong Township Committee held a workshop meeting on the above date at the 
Municipal Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Shevelew. 
 
The Clerk stated please be advised that proper notice of this meeting has been given in 
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act in the following manner.  Written notice 
has been sent to the Burlington County Times, published in the Central Record, and 
posted on the official website and bulletin board of Shamong Township. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call and)    Mr. Sean Gray    P 
     Absentees)    Mr. Kenneth Long   P 
           Noted)    Mr. Martin Mozitis   P 
     Mr. Christopher Norman  P 
     Mr. Jonathon Shevelew  P 
 
Mayor Shevelew opened the meeting to the public at which time Elaine Billmeyer asked 
if the Committee had a total figure of what it costs the township for the law suit against 
the township on the lighting of the fields and the Administrator said that will be in her 
Administrative report.  Elaine Billmeyer reported she visited the Stony Creek Field on 
her way to the meeting and found only a few young men using the facility.  Mayor 
Shevelew explained that facility does not get a lot of use and that is why they are moving 
all soccer activity there.  He said it only makes sense to have baseball and softball at 
Dingletown and soccer at Stony Creek to help with scheduling and parking.  It will make 
things better for everyone involved.  Mrs. King stated it was her understanding with the 
school budget that with the cuts there was not going to be an increase in taxes to the 
residents and Mayor Shevelew explained it is the township budget that will not increase 
taxes.  Committeeman Long explained there is no law that says you have to have a tax 
increase and personally he thought the school board could have worked better in doing 
the budget to not have an increase.  Elaine Billmeyer reported the Cartel movie is playing 
May 26th in Mt. Laurel at the Burlington County College.  Mrs. King asked why there is 
public comment on some things but not all issues.  Mayor Shevelew explained by statute 
all ordinances are open to the public for comment on second reading before being 
adopted but resolutions do not require public comment.  Elaine Billmeyer asked who was 
running for office and Mayor Shevelew stated he and Committeeman Norman as 
republicans and one democrat in the general election with two seats available.  Mr. 
Tavani asked if the township had a soliciting ordinance and he was informed yes.   He 
stated a woman was going door to door selling books for an organization.  The 
Administrator said she has two registered permits and she is not one of them.  Mr. Tavani 
asked what the cost is to the township for Stony Creek and Mayor Shevelew explained it 
is not costing the township or the tax payers anything because IMAA is paying the loan.  
Mr. Tavani asked what the status of the litigation was on the lights at the Dingletown 



Complex and Mayor Shevelew explained the Judge has lifted the injunction and the 
likelihood is the Judge may rule in favor of the township.  Committeeman Norman feels 
the case should be settled soon.  The Administrator said the cost so far is $7,400.00 and 
the case is not closed.   Mr. Tavani asked why the lights are kept on until after mid night 
and Mayor Shevelew said the lights go off at 10 o’clock and the new lights will be on a 
timer.  Mr. Tavani asked who pays the electric bill and how much does it cost.  The 
Administrator reported this was discussed in several other meetings and the CFO did a 
cost analysis on all the ball fields, including sprinkling systems, snack stand, and all 
electric usage, and the cost was approximately $2,700 per year that the township pays.  
There being no further comments from the public Mayor Shevelew closed the meeting to 
the public. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Norman, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was 

moved to approve the minutes of April 13
th
 and April 27

th
, 2010 for regular and 

executive sessions.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 
The Administrator stated she received a report from Bill Gates, Office of Emergency 
Management, from the storm of February 5 and 6, 2010.  He submitted costs from the 
town that qualified for reimbursement of $35,606.44 and 75% ($26,700.00) will be 
funded by FEMA. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was 

moved to approve the Administrator to attend a seminar on May 27
th
 on new 

regulations regarding OPRA requests.  A roll call vote showed all members present 

voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was 

moved to appoint Colin Cumming as Deputy Mayor for a day, August 6, 2010, to 

perform a marriage ceremony to Raymond F. Doney Jr. and Jillian A. Arnold.  A 

roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

The Administrator explained the Building Code Official has requested a change in his 
hours due to a conflict with another town he works in.  Currently his public hours are 
Tuesday evening 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  He would like to change the third Tuesday of each 
month to 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.   On motion of Committeeman Mozitis, seconded by 

Committeeman Long, it was moved to approve the change in hours for the 

Construction Official.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

Mayor Shevelew appointed Colin Cumming as alternate #1 to the Joint Land Use 

Board with a term expiring December 31, 2011. 

 

The Administrator explained in the past two or three years the Committee has discussed 
kennel licenses because the Burlington County Board of Health wanted them to have an 
ordinance requiring a kennel license for anyone who privately wanted to run a kennel and 
breed dogs whether it is a hobby or for commercial business.  She explained recently the 
Burlington SPCA was checking on a resident and asking if she had a kennel license.  The 



Administrator replied to them the Committee did research this in the past and it is not 
mandated or required by any law so the township does not wish to adopt an ordinance.  
The Administrator reported that the person in question does get a license for her dogs and 
had the Burlington County Board of Health come out and do an inspection, wherein, they 
found things to be satisfactory.  Mayor Shevelew asked if there were any complaints 
about noise and the Administrator explained a couple of years ago there was a complaint 
about noise, but none recently.  The Administrator reported the animal control has made 
an voluntary inspection and found no concerns or violations.  The Administrator 
explained the resident is asking the Township to send a letter to the Burlington County 
SPCA and Board of Health letting them know that the township does not require kennel 
licenses.  The Committee was in agreement not to adopt a kennel ordinance.  On motion 

of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Gray, it was moved to 

approve the Administrator to draft and send a letter to the SPCA and Board of 

Health stating the township does not require kennel licenses.  A roll call vote showed 

all members present voting yes.   

 

On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to cancel the July 27
th
 and August 24

th
 scheduled workshops.  A roll call vote 

showed all members present voting yes. 

 

The Administrator explained that JIF is still looking into a Health Insurance Fund for its 
members and she will follow it closely for next year’s budget because our current health 
insurance premium could increase next year.   
 
The Administrator stated the JIF also submitted information on EMS Lights and Sirens 
and a model policy which she turned over to Stanley Rowe, Dave Taylor, and Mike 
Durham from the Indian Mills Volunteer Fire Company for review.   
 
The Administrator explained “Project Porchlight” is a volunteer bulb distribution that 
will take place in our area.  There would be training before volunteers go door to door 
delivering literature on energy efficiency and receiving a free florescent light bulb.  The 
volunteers will receive a tee shirt and lunch for volunteering their time in doing this.  The 
Indian Mills Methodist Church is interested in hosting this.  The dates they are 
considering are June 26th or June 20th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The Administrator will 
be reaching out to organizations in the town to see who would like to volunteer.  On 

motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was moved 

to approve “Project Porchlight”.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting 

yes. 

 

The Committee received and reviewed a copy of the Indian Mills Volunteer Fire 

Company’s audit. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the request of the Boy Scouts interest in the FEMA trailer 
and after discussion Mayor Shevelew felt he was not in favor of giving the trailer away 
since it could be needed to serve a resident in need at a future date.  The Committee 

decided to table the request at this time. 



 

There was discussion on Governor Christies’ request for support of the proposed “Tool 
Kit” of Reforms and Proposition 2.5% hard cap on property taxes.  Mayor Shevelew 
stated he had received a call from one of Governor Christie’s aids and he read his e-mail 
reply to the Governor into the minutes; “Thanks for getting this out to me, while I see 
some real opportunities for improvements in the proposal, there are some strategies here 
which I find will be unworkable in the real world.  While your proposed cap on 
municipal spending increases limit salary awards it does not take into consideration the 
uncontrollable increases and operating expenses which each municipality faces.  It also is 
another attempt to one solution fits all.  Municipalities who have constantly demonstrated 
fiscal responsibility are not rewarded for those efforts but are lumped in with towns that 
have chronic spending problems.  For 17 years we have no local purpose tax in our town, 
even now our tax rate is 2.5 cents.  If our health care expenses go up 10% you are going 
to tell us to cut central services to pay for that, that is not an acceptable solution.  We 
cover a town of 46 square miles and 7,000 residents with 3 public works employees, an 
administrator, tax collector, and deputy clerk.  We carry virtually no debt and a great deal 
of our maintenance is performed by volunteers.  Quite frankly, you have some nerve 
telling us how to run our town in a fiscally responsible manner when you can’t even 
come close to controlling the State’s spending habits.  If you want some real lessons on 
how to balance the budget give us a call.  The only way to effectively reduce property 
taxes is to stop giving 60% of educational aide to the abbot districts and to stop funding 
education through property taxes.  When you have the political courage to face up to 
those solutions you will get all the support you need.”   Mayor Shevelew stated he 
understands there are numerous municipalities in the State that are out of control and 
maybe this works for them but until they show that it is going to be done on a case by 
case basis he cannot support it.  After some discussion the Committee decided not to 

approve Governor Christies’ request for support of the proposed “Tool Kit”. 

 

The Administrator reported she attended a meeting on solar and wind energy sponsored 
by the Pinelands Commission on May 17th at Medford Township.  She read the following 
into the minutes.  Summary of presentation:  All management areas of Pineland 
Communities permit solar and wind energy as an accessory use.  Limits are placed on the 
amount of electricity that may be produced.  The Municipality may include this as a 
principal permitted use in the Regional Growth Area.  The Pinelands prefers solar panels 
to be installed on roof tops over clearing land.  Solar and Wind farms are provided for 
under the Right to Farm act, except in the Pinelands.  New power lines on 
existing/replacement poles is permitted but new poles are required.  The Committee was 
given a copy of the information obtained from the meeting. 
 
Mayor Shevelew reported he has been in contact with Mr. Volpa who is working with the 
students of IMMS and Seneca, the STRAC sub-committee, who are volunteering their 
time to create recreational uses to some township land, such as, hiking, biking, and 
horseback riding trails, behind the Dingletown Complex ball fields.  Committeeman 
Mozitis noted his concern about the bow hunters possibly causing a conflict.  Mayor 
Shevelew feels there probably aren’t that many hunters so it shouldn’t be a problem.  The 
Committee was in agreement to move forward on this project.  



 
The Administrator reported on the parking in front of the Dingletown Complex stating 
she is going to meet with the engineer on site to review the area and measure exactly 
where they want the no parking to be.   
 
The Administrator reported that she has been using community service workers over the 
last year in cleaning the building but it seems that will be coming to an end soon so she 
will have to advertise for a service. 
 

On motion of Committeeman Gray, seconded by Committeeman Long, it was 

moved to approve Resolution 2010R-47 authorizing a tax refund of $176.55 due to 

redemption of tax lien certificate 2009-02.  A roll call vote showed all members 

present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Long, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was 

moved to approve Resolution 2010R-48 Person to Person Transfer to Scoot’s 

Liquors, LLC.  A roll call vote showed all members present voting yes. 

 

On motion of Committeeman Norman, seconded by Committeeman Mozitis, it was 

moved to approve Resolution 2010R-49 approving the continuous placement of a 

temporary trailer on personal property.  A roll call vote showed Committeemen 

Norman, Mozitis, Gray, and Shevelew voting yes, Committeeman Long abstaining. 

 

The Administrator explained Ordinance 2010-07 rezoning properties block 28.01, lots 
4.01, 4.18, 4.19, and 4.20 from “Preservation Area” to “Agricultural Production Area” 
will be heard on the June 1, 2010. 
 
The Administrator reported on the following items; Memorial Day Ceremony will begin 
in front of the Indian Mills United Methodist Church on Sunday, May 30, at 10:00 a.m., 
received notice from Marc Pfeiffer, Acting Director of Division of Local Government 
Services, instructing our budget be introduced by June 4, 2010 and requested an 
extension until July 6th. 
 
The Administrator reported the Building Code office’s report shows a slight increase in 
revenue since the new year, the Court Administrator’s report shows fees collected 
$16,980 through April; tax appeals have been recorded and filed by the Tax Assessor, 
and the Tax Collector’s report shows $5,315,806 collected to date this year. 
 
Mayor Shevelew opened the meeting to the public at which time Mrs. King asked the 
Administrator if she checked with other churches, schools, and IMAA to help with the 
project “Porchlight” and the Administrator stated she does not have an actual date yet but 
when she does she can reach out to the other organizations.  Mrs. King asked if Mayor 
Shevelew received a response from his e-mail to the Governor and Mayor Shevelew said 
no.  Mrs. King said she agrees with the Committee on the FEMA trailer in not giving it to 
the County Boy Scout Organization.  Mrs. King asked how long in would take to get one 
of the FEMA trailers if it was needed for an emergency and Mayor Shevelew said it 



could be ready in a few hours, however, about 24 hours to hook everything up.  Mrs. 
King asked if Mr. Gates was working on his trailer that is designated for EMS and Mayor 
Shevelew stated he hasn’t needed it as yet.  Mrs. King asked how much it was costing for 
Mr. Arango to measure off for the no parking at the Dingletown Complex and the 
Administrator said she does not know what his hourly rate is off hand, plus, the State 
requires an engineer to seal the information for the ordinance.  Mrs. King also suggested 
that Mr. Volpa educate the students when working on their project about hunting season.  
Mr. Tavani asked who was going to fund the project that the students are going to do 
making the trails and Mayor Shevelew explained it is all volunteer work.  Mayor 
Shevelew reported there was a survey completed and the majority of residents wanted 
hiking and biking trails.  Elaine Billmeyer asked if there has been mention of paving the 
dirt part of Bunker Hill Road and Mayor Shevelew stated he doesn’t recall anyone 
asking.  There being no further comments from the public, the meeting was closed to the 
public. 
 
Mayor Shevelew stated the Committee was going into executive session, if action is 
needed they will do it when the regular meeting is reconvened. 
 

On motion of Committeeman  Gray, seconded by Committeeman Norman, it was 

moved to convene the regular meeting and go into executive session to discuss 

matters of property acquisition.     

 

The Committee reconvened their regular meeting and Mayor Shevelew stated the 

Committee will not take any action on their discussion in executive session. 

 

There being no public and no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Susan D. Onorato 
Municipal Clerk 
 
 
      


